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Homily

Jared D. Yogerst
This homily was given at Saint John’s School of Theology·Seminary on the occasion of midday prayer,
October 20, 2011, in the Chapel of Mary, Mother of Our Redeemer, Emmaus Hall.

Grace, peace, mercy, and love to you from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
´,FDPHWRFDVWÀUHXSRQWKHHDUWKµ7KLVLVVXFKDQRGGVWDWHPHQW,QWKHSDUDOOHOSDVVDJHLQ0DWWKHZ-HVXVVD\VWKDWKHGLG
not come with peace but a sword$OLWWOHIXUWKHURQLQWRGD\·VUHDGLQJ-HVXVVD\VWKDWKLVÀUHZLOOGLYLGHIDPLOLHVDQGFRPPXQLWLHV
%XWZKDWLVWKLVÀUHWKDW-HVXVKDVEURXJKW"
7KHZULWHURI /XNH$FWVVSHDNVRI ÀUHVHYHUDOWLPHV,QFKDSWHURI WKH*RVSHO-RKQWKH%DSWLVWIRUHVKDGRZVWKHFRPLQJ
RI WKH&KULVWVD\LQJ´+HFRPHVWREDSWL]HZLWKÀUHDQGVSLULWµ$JDLQLQWKH$FWVRI WKH$SRVWOHV/XNHGHVFULEHVWKHFRPLQJRI 
WKH6SLULWDV¶WRQJXHVRI ÀUH·DERYHWKHKHDGVRI WKHGLVFLSOHVLQWKHXSSHUURRP$OVRLQ-RKQ·V5HYHODWLRQFKDSWHUWKHVSLULW
RI *RGLVLOOXVWUDWHGDVVHYHQEXUQLQJODPSVWDQGVEHIRUHWKHWKURQHRI *RG,ZDQWWRVXJJHVWWR\RXWRGD\WKDWWKLVÀUHWKDW
Christ is bringing is in fact the Holy Spirit.
Christ’s words to us today are said with a sense of urgency and care. His anxiety over his coming baptism (likely his agony
at the cross) is bubbling up. At the start of this chapter Jesus is speaking about his second coming all the while knowing what
he is about to endure at the cross.
I have read from physicians that the nails driven into Christ’s wrists would have pierced the major nerve running the length
of the arm. The ulnar nerve is very sensitive. If you have ever mistakenly bumped your elbow you have had a glimpse of the
power this nerve has at expressing pain. Now, imagine, if you can, knowing full well that your entire life is running towards the
WHUPLQXVRI DQHYHQWDWZKLFKQDLOVZLOOEHGULYHQLQWR\RXUÁHVKDQHYHQWDWZKLFKQRWRQO\\RXUÁHVKKDYLQJEHHQWRUQEUXLVHG
DQGEORRGLHGEXWQRZ\RXUERG\ZLOOEHDIÀ[HGWRDFURVV7KHZHLJKWRI \RXUERG\VXVSHQGHGPDLQO\RQWKLVQHUYH6RDOORI 
this to draw out why Jesus would say in verse 50 that he was anxious for the coming ‘baptism’, which would be a baptism – or a
washing – in considerable and unimaginable pain and sorrow. The loss of the intimacy he had with the Father, the violence and
violation of divorce, dejection, and death. All of this time Jesus is being driven by the Holy Spirit and the strength to seek after
the will of the Father. The same spirit indwelling in him, the same Spirit at Pentecost, and the one each of us received by faith;
WKLVLVWKHÀUHWKDW&KULVWFDPHWRNLQGOH%XW2+WKDWLWZHUHDOUHDG\EOD]LQJ
$ÀUHGHVWUR\VWKDW·VDJLYHQ$Q\RQHZKRKDVH[SHULHQFHGDKRXVHÀUHRUKDVEXUQHGD6W\URIRDPFXSNQRZVWKLV%XWZKDW
,ZDQW\RXWROHDYHZLWKWRGD\LVDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKDWWKLVDOOFRQVXPLQJÀUHWKLVFRQÁDJUDWLRQLVDOVRRQHRI SXULÀFDWLRQ,Q
-HUHPLDKWKHSURSKHWZULWHV´¶,VQRWP\ZRUGOLNHÀUH·GHFODUHVWKH/25'¶DQGOLNHDKDPPHUWKDWVKDWWHUVURFN"·µ%XW
*RG·VZRUGLVQRWRQO\DÀUHWKDWGHVWUR\VEXWLWLVDOVRDÀUHWKDWSXULÀHV7KHSURSKHW,VDLDKZULWHVRI WKHSXULÀFDWLRQE\ÀUH
After declaring his unrighteousness to see the LORD, the seraphim come to him, touching his mouth with the coal from the
DOWDURI EXUQWRIIHULQJ7KLVSXULÀFDWLRQZLOODOVREULQJGLYLVLRQ,Q-RKQ-HVXVVWDWHVWKDWWKHZRUOGKDWHVWKHPHVVDJHKH
has come to preach. A message of the renunciation of the world turning all we take for granted on its head. Later on in Luke
9 Jesus declares that those who are ashamed of the Son of Man in this life, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of. Paul, in
1st7KHVVDORQLDQVFDOOVWKLVVKDPHD´TXHQFKLQJRI WKH6SLULWµ&KULVWFDPHWRVHWWKHZRUOGDÁDPHZKDWKDYHZHGRQHWRIHHG
WKDWÀUH"2UKDYHZHTXHQFKHGLW"
:KDWLVWKHVWDWHRI WKDWÀUHZLWKLQ\RX":KDWLVWKHVWDWHRI WKDWÀUHDWWKH6FKRRORI 7KHRORJ\"$UHZHDEOD]HIRUWKH
Lord? Would that the Spirit set all in this place ablaze.

Jared Yogerst is an Masters of Divinity graduate from Bethel Seminary who came to Saint John’s School of Theology·Seminary in the spring of
2011. He is completing his Master of Theology focusing on a sacramental approach to married relationships. Jared will be starting doctoral studies
DW/XWKHU6HPLQDU\LQWKHIDOORI -DUHGDQGKLVZLIH&DQGDFHKDYHDGRJ+ROO\ZKRHQMR\VJRLQJDORQJZLWKWKHPRQFDPSLQJDQGÀVKLQJ
trips in Wisconsin.
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